
 

Nursery History Topic 

What did the dinosaurs look like? 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What you need to know: 
 
 

• What is a Dinosaur? 

• What did the dinosaurs look like? 

• What did the dinosaurs eat? 

• Where did the dinosaurs live? 

• What happened to the dinosaurs? 

• How to fit historical events on to a 

timeline 

• When did the dinosaurs live? 

• How to use past tense words correctly 

• Begin to understand about growth 

and decay and life cycles 

• How I should brush my teeth correctly 

 

A Historian can: 
 

• Use variety of sources such as books 
and the internet to research facts 
about life in the past. 

• Develop Chronological  knowledge 
and understanding of the passing of 
time such as during the school day. 

• Use and understand vocabulary that 
relates to the passing of time. 

• Fit two historical events on to a 
chronological framework-timeline 

• Develop an understanding of growth, 
decay and life cycles. 

• Look closely at the differences and 
similarities between life today and a 
historical event. 

• Begin to understand ’why’ and ‘how’ 
things happen and give explanations. 
 



 

Glossary 
Dinosaur A special kind of animal that lived on land a long time ago. 

 

Extinct 

 

No longer alive we cannot see them in the world we live in. 

Prehistoric A very long time ago 

 

Palaeontologist 

 

A scientist who explores prehistoric times. 

Fossils Fossils are parts of an animal that have made marks within a 

rock and have turned to rock itself over a very long time. 

Bones 

 

Hard parts of the body which make up a skeleton. 

Teeth 

 

Bones used in mouth used for eating. 

Herbivore 

 

An animal that gets its energy from eating plants. 

Carnivore 

 

An animal that gets its energy from eating other animals 

Omnivore An animal that gets its energy from eating both plants and 

others animals. 

Vegetation 

 

A group of plants. 

Yesterday 

  

On the day before today. 

Today 

 

This day 

Tomorrow 

 

The day after today 

Morning 

 

The early part of the day, beginning when the sun rises and 

ending about 12 o clock or lunchtime 

Evening The later part of the day, beginning just after school and 

bedtime 

Size  

 

How big or small something is 

Camouflage  How colours can help hide something 

 

Asteroids Space rocks of different shapes and sizes that tumble and fall 

through space. 
 

 



 

 

Development Matters statements-  
 
Birth to three 
•  Listen to simple stories and understand what is happening, with the help of the pictures. 

•  Understand simple questions about ‘who’, ‘what’ and ‘where’ (but generally not ‘why’).  

•  Notice patterns with strong contrasts and be attracted by patterns. 

•  Start to make marks intentionally. 

•  Explore paint, using fingers and other parts of their bodies as well as brushes and other tools. 

•  Make simple models which express their ideas. 

 

Three to four 
•  Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens. 

•  Develop their communication, using irregular tenses and plurals, such as ‘runned’ for ‘ran’. 

•  Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary. 

•  Understand ‘why’ questions 

• Develop their pronunciation of multisyllabic words such as ‘pterodactyl’. 

•  Be able to express a point of view and to debate using words as well as actions. 

•  Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment. 

•  Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises. 

•  Make comparisons between objects relating to size, length, weight and capacity. 

•  Begin to describe a sequence of events, real or fictional, using words such as ‘first’, ‘then...’ 

•  Talk about and identifies the patterns around them. For example: stripes 

•  Plant seeds and care for growing plants. 

•  Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal. 

 

Four to Five 
•  Describe events in some detail.  

•  Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new  knowledge 

and vocabulary. 

•  Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and 

confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, 

•  Compare length, weight and capacity. 

•  Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. 

 
 

Early learning Goals 

•Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society.  

•Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their 

experiences and what has been read in class.  

•Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in 

class and storytelling. 

 


